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Dear WPHS Students and Families: 
 
Welcome to the 2022-2023 school year! 
 
I hope that you had a relaxing and refreshing summer and are excited for the new school 
year.  To our incoming 9th grade students, welcome to Walter Panas! 
 
At the time of this letter, we are beginning the school year as close to “normal” regarding COVID 
regulations.  This means that school should look and feel very much like it did when we started 
the 2019-2020 school year.  Of course, we will keep you updated should anything change.  In 
the meantime, if you have any health-related questions or concerns, please direct them to the 
Health Office. 
 
Walter Panas High School is a vibrant, spirited learning environment with a wide array of 
courses and academic challenges.  It also has a wide range of extra-curricular activities for all of 
our students.  Please be sure to take advantage of what we have to offer to maximize your 
experience.  
 
Please see the bulleted list below for a few key highlights and notes: 
 

 
• Ms. Doris Dapaah has taken a position as a principal in another district.  Please join me 

in wishing Ms. Dapaah well in her new endeavor.  We are currently in the process of 
filling this vacancy. 

• The school day runs from 7:20-2:02.  Buses depart after dismissal at 2:07.  Any student 
who stays for period 9 or extra help must take the late bus home at 3:15. Students are 
not permitted to enter the school building until 7:00 a.m. 

• All students in grades 9-12 are permitted to bring personal electronic devices.  However, 
those devices must not be a distraction to learning in any way.  All students are 
expected to follow the directives of their teachers, staff members, or the administration. 

• The Lakeland CSD has a strict policy regarding vaping or any kind.  Any student who 
violates this policy will be subject to consequences under our Code of Conduct.  For a 
detailed description of the expectations under our code, please refer to the Student 
Handbook posted on the Walter Panas High School website. 

• Our first day of school for all students will be Thursday, September 1st.  
Our 9th grade students will report at 7:20 for an orientation program.  All other students 
should report at 10:20. BOCES Tech students should follow the instructions listed on the 
First Day of School memo included in this packet.  

• All health requirements must be met for students to receive their schedules.  Specifically, 
all 12th grade students must show proof of their MenACWY (meningococcal conjugate) 



vaccination. The required dose must be administered on or after the student’s 16th 
birthday. Please contact the Health Office with any questions. 

• All student schedules will be available on the Home Access Center after 3:00 p.m. on 
August 25th. Any questions regarding schedules should be directed to the Guidance 
office the following day.  

• The USDA is not extending current waivers that have provided meals at no charge to our 
students into the 2022-2023 school year. We are aware that this may place financial 
strain on some of our families and want to encourage applying for the Free/Reduced 
meal eligibility. Current eligibility has been carried over from the 2019/2020 school year 
and will expire on October 20, 2022, if a new application has not been processed. 
Please visit MySchoolApps.com to apply. Paper applications are also available upon 
request in the Main Office and on the district website.  

 

I look forward to a great school year! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

Joe Spero 
Principal 
 


